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Under this great conscription, a New Model would,
indeed, be initiated, as far superior to the conscript
armies as Cromwell's Ironsides were to the mercenaries
of their time. The whole nation from prince to beggar
would by this means be transformed, labour would
cease to be despised or riches to be worshipped, the
reproach of effeminacy would be removed, the horrors
of peace mitigated, and the moral equivalent of war
discovered. For the first time a true comradeship
between class and class would arise, for, as Goethe
said, work makes the comrade, and democracy might
have a chance of becoming a reality instead of a party
phrase. After three years' service down the sewers
or at the smelting works, our men of leisure would no
longer raise their wail over national degeneracy or the
need of maintaining the standard of hardihood by
barrack-square drill. As things are now, it is them-
selves who chiefly need the drill. " Those who live
at case," said Professor James, " are an island on a
stormy ocean." In the summing up of the nation
they, in their security, would hardly count, were they
not so vocal; but the molten iron, the flaming mine,
the? whirling machine, the engulfing sea, and hunger
always at the door take care that, for all but a very
few among the people, the discipline of danger and
perpetual effort shall not be wanting. You do not
find the pitman, the dustman, or the bargee puling
for bayonet exercise to make them hard, and if our
nervous gentlemen were all serving the State in those
capacities, they might even approach their addition
sums in " Dreadnoughts " without a tremor. Be-
sides, as Professor James added for a final inducement,
the women would value them more highly.